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London Community Energy Fund (LCEF)
• A proposal in the London Environment Strategy and the Solar
Action Plan and part of the £34m Energy for Londoners
programme
• Contributes towards a zero-carbon London with more renewable
energy, more solar (2GW by 2050), less fuel poverty and more
energy efficient buildings
• The GLA recognises the importance of community groups and the
social and environmental benefits their projects bring
• The GLA recognises the lack of support for community groups and
their challenges (e.g. closure of the UCEF and FiT)
• LCEF here to help overcome the lack of support to community
energy groups
• Up to £400,000 in total for community energy projects

LCEF phase 1 and 2
• First call in 2017 and second one in
2018
• Between phase 1 and 2, LCEF is
supporting:
• 31 different community energy
projects in London
• 17 different community groups
• Anticipated outputs: 1.4MWh of solar
power + LED lighting retrofit, home
retrofit advice, electric vehicle charging
and new subsidy-free solar models
• Saving about 350 tonnes of carbon
every year
• Growing demand, more new groups
applying

LCEF phase 1 and 2
• Projects status:
• 12 projects successfully completed
• 14 projects in final stages of
development or installation
• 5 projects not proceeding

LCEF phase 3
• Launched on 1 July 2019 – OPEN!
• Grants of up to £15,000. Total of about £100k available
• To support the development stages of community energy projects
• Funding could be used, for example, to carry out preliminary viability
studies or develop a financial business case. We want to fund work
required to get a community energy project ‘investor ready’, that means
ready to be financed.
• Wide remit : solar but also other clean energy generation projects and
energy demand reduction projects.
• Deadline for applications 9 September 2019
• www.London.gov.uk/community-energy-fund

LCEF phase 3
• Project should demonstrate quantifiable carbon savings.
– energy generation (e.g. solar heating and photovoltaic, heat pumps,
hydroelectric)
– energy storage (e.g. batteries), particularly when utilised alongside
existing or planned energy generation
– energy efficiency and demand reduction (e.g. energy conservation
measures, LEDs, heating controls, building insulation)
– electric vehicles or low carbon transport initiatives (e.g. EV charging
points)

• Funded development work should be completed by 30 April 2020 and
projects should be completed and delivered by 30 July 2020
• Competitive assessment process - all applications received by the
deadline will be assessed and scored by a panel of experts.

LCEF phase 3 – next steps
• Prospectus, application form and FAQ on
our website:
www.London.gov.uk/community-energyfund
• Deadline for applications is 9 September
• Send application to
environment@london.gov.uk
• Then payment schedule to be agreed
and funding agreement to be issued
• Ongoing monitoring and evaluation of
projects – tell us how you’re doing!

Sylvia.baron@london.gov.uk
Environment@london.gov.uk
London.gov.uk/environment-newsletter
@LDN_environment

